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Body of unidentified Westerner not found in searches off island 
 
 
 
PATTAYA - An unidentified Western man jumped off a chartered plane on Saturday, 
plunging some 700 feet into the sea off Koh Lan and disappearing, police said 
yesterday. 
 
Police could not confirm whether or not the man had died from the fall, as rescuers 
and navy officers who searched the area could not find his body. 
 
The man, whom the pilot described as appearing to be in his 40s, did not provide any 
form of identification when he paid for his flight with Fun Flying Thai Air Services 
Co Ltd, managing director of the firm, Nawaporn Sawetawong, 50, told police. 
 
Nawaporn and the pilot, Uthai Khiewraksawong, reported the incident to Pattaya 
police at 8.20pm on Saturday. They said the man jumped from the company's two-
seater single-engine plane at about 4pm that day. 
 
Uthai told police that the man, who signed his name only as "Mr G," spoke with what 
sounded like an Italian accent, was about 180 centimetres tall and had a scar on his 
face. 
 
After the plane had flown about a mile out from Pattaya's coast, the man asked Uthai 
to fly to Koh Lan. 
 
The plane was flying about 700 feet above the sea off of Koh Lan when the man 
kicked the plane's door repeatedly until it flew off, grabbed a bag he had brought with 
him and jumped out. 
 
The pilot said that the plane lost balance due to the loss of air pressure, but he was 
able to fly it back to Pattaya Airport. 
 
At 10am yesterday morning, Lt-Colonel Chonnaphat Nawalak, deputy commander of 
Pattaya police station, led a team of rescuers and scuba drivers to comb the seabed in 
the area where the pilot reported the man had jumped. 
 
The sea is about 15 metres deep in that area. The team did not find either the plane's 
door or the man's body. A search by a Navy boat and scuba divers yesterday 
afternoon was also unsuccessful. 
 
Chonnaphat said the man may have committed suicide but police would not rule out 
the possibility that he was trying to fake his own death by jumping with life-support 
equipment and disappearing. 


